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BET AND WIN

To gamble, go to The City.
To nuclear-gamble, visit Unit 2 (nearby).

Human beings often fight. It’s in their nature. But while there is much talk of

a “level playing field,” or fair contest between near-equals, there has been little
notice of the territory over which fights occur. That territory is usually oblong.
It is not rectangular or square, but trapezoidal, with one end very wide, the
other end narrow. The struggle for dominance in any such territory, defined as
such and turned into an object of value, something worth fighting for, becomes
a struggle between the narrow and wide ends.

To show this, we take a much-known field of play, the football field, and obey
the FIFA regulations, in letter but not in spirit, to let one end be the minimum
allowed 45 meters wide and the other end be the maximum allowed 90 meters
wide. Then we superimpose on this new template the outlines of the named
territories which people identify and, consequently, fight over. We do this for
entities now identified, quite artificially, as Territory: Europe, The Americas,
East Asia, the Arabian Peninsula, Africa, The Arctic, Korea. Every one of
these areas has been a field of play in global geopolitics, often with nuclear
arms at the ready, and every one of these areas has a narrow end and a wide
end, with a consequent pattern of efforts from either end to become dominant.

For Europe, the football game is clear. The narrow end, under Napoleon or
Hitler or, now, the “expanding” European Union, seeks also to enter the wide
end, and it ends up, always, being over-extended and ultimately losing out.
Whenever the struggle has reached catastrophe and someone, disgraced,
surrenders, there is much inflated talk about harmony across great vistas, with
phrases like “from the Atlantic to the Urals.” But in the expanse “from the
Atlantic,” i.e., Portugal, “to the Urals,” i.e., the edge of Siberia, unity has not
been possible, and anyone attempting such is bound to be seen as a monster.

Witness what happens now as the European Union and NATO extend into

the former Soviet bloc, only to find themselves submitting to a gas monopoly
from Russia and, en bloc, Iran. George Bush can say this bloc, enforced by
joint nuclear programs, could lead to a “World War I11.” But in saying that, he
simply confirms that the West, or narrow end, might end up losing to the East,
wide end, so that war may be the only way to avoid such a fate. Would a war
succeed? The Germans found out in 1942-3 that overrunning France may be
easy football, but a three-pronged attack to overrun Russia becomes tougher
and tougher, at least because the field is getting wider and wider. There is also,
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worrisome for the Bush team, another shift: just this month, German and
Russian generals hold a conference in Berlin to discuss the threats to them
both from the US anti-missile defenses being installed in between, in Poland
and the Czech Republic. Advantage is shifting to wide end.

The wide-narrow game appears also in other well-labeled parts of the
world. In the Americas, the insurgent Latins led by Chavez lead a movement
along the eastern flank, from Argentina through Brazil and Venezuela on

to Cuba and, given his “aid”, New Orleans. But the powers to the north, the
“@ringos,” counter that movement with a consolidation of alliances along
the western flank, from Costa Rica through Columbia to a disciplined Peru
and Chile. Any attempt by the Gringos to control the entire trapezoid, as in
Kennedy’s “Alliance for Progress,” meets with derision and grief. And any
attempt at incursion from the south, albeit for social justice, be that from
Che Guevera, Pancho Villa or Hugo Chavez, rouses a backlash from up north.
Never shall the wide and narrow become one.

In East Asia, we see a chart of ebb and flow through the past century. For
nearly half the century, Japan, at the wide end, pushed west, deep into China,
but ultimately lost. Nowadays, Japan goes behind China to set up major
investments and projects to the rear, in Uzbekistan. There, the field of play
has narrowed to just the oil-rich fields around the Caspian and Aral Seas.

A microcosm of this struggle appears on a peninsula, called Korea. The
Government of China issues maps, even now, claiming that the peninsula
is traditionally theirs. But 100 years ago, it was owned by a wide-end state,
Japan. Elsewhere too, there exists a tension between the Chinese mainland,
physically tied to the deserts in the narrow end, and something just a few
miles beyond its coast, e.g., Taiwan. As long as there is a concept called
East Asia, and as long as people are thinking laterally east and west,
influence will be sliding back and forth. Even now, while China persists in
holding Japan accountable for crimes on its soil, it also welcomes Japanese
electronics plants.

In the middle of the field, as in football, occurs the greatest stress. The middle
of Europe is Krakow, site of both Auschwitz and a resurgent Polish attempt
to wall out both Russia and Germany, on either flank. The middle of Africa

is the Congo, where order is maintained with outside, UN troops. The middle
of East Asia is Chungking, which in World War II was the base for US-led
action against Japan’s incursions, and which now is a transition point between
the poor west and wealthier east of China. The middle of the Americas is
around Santiago de Cuba and Guantanamo, where the US defeated Spain to
gain a foothold here, and there that foothold remains, as a base for unseeable
practices by the US. The middle of the Arabian Peninsula is now an anchor
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